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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Restriction/Election 

1. Applicant's election of invention I (claims 11 - 14) in the reply filed on February 
14, 2008 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point 
out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as 
an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1 1 - 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Bermen et al (US 5404172) 

Regarding claim 11 Berman et al discloses a copy protection pulse detection 
circuit, comprising: 

a pulse detector (fig 10, col 16, line 37 - 52, pulse detection) wherein the pulse 
detector receives an input video signal (fig 2, node 22, col 6, line 53 - 63) and sets a 
pulse detect indication each time a pulse that exceeds a first threshold is detected in the 
input video signal (fig 10, col 16, line 61 to col 18, line 34, illustrates pulse detection and 
threshold detection) 

an accumulator operably coupled to the pulse detector (fig 10, col 16, line 37 - 
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52, accumulator) wherein tlie accumulator counts a number of pulses received in each 
frame of the input video signal to produce an accumulated count (fig 10, col 16, line 61 
to col 18, line 34, illustrates accumulator and pulse counting) a field pulse comparator 
operably coupled to the accumulator, wherein the field pulse comparator compares the 
accumulated count for each field with a second threshold, wherein when the 
accumulated count exceeds the second threshold the field; for a field, the field pulse 
comparator asserts a positive count indication for (col 17, line 9 - 42, illustrates the 
various counts for threshold cheking in order to obtain a positive count indication) 

a decision counter operably coupled to the field pulse comparator, wherein the 
decision counter increments a decision count when the positive count indication is 
asserted for a field and decrements the decision count when the positive count 
indication is not asserted for a field (col 17, line 9 - 66, illustrates the effect of positive 
count) and 

a decision comparator operably coupled to the decision counter, wherein when 
the decision count reaches a high threshold, the decision comparator sets a pulses 
detected indication, wherein when the decision count reaches a low threshold, the 
decision comparator clears the pulses detected indication (col 15, line 66 to col 16, line 
24, illustrate the function of the comparator by sourcing or sinking current) 

Regarding claim 12 Berman et al discloses the copy protection pulse detection 
circuit, wherein the pulse detector further comprises: 

an analog to digital converter that converts the input video signal to a digital input 
signal (fig 7d, ADC, col 10, lines 46 - 62) 
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a low pass filter operably coupled to the analog to digital converter, wherein the 
low pass filter filters the digital input signal to produce a filtered input signal (fig 7d, 7d4 
illustrates a capacitor to ground which is a low pass filter to provide filtered signal) and 

a pulse detection comparator operably coupled to the low pass filter (fig 7d) 
wherein the pulse detection comparator compares digital values in the filtered input 
signal with the first threshold, wherein the pulse detection comparator sets the pulse 
detect indication each time a digital value exceeds the first threshold (col 7, line 31 to 
col 8, line 5, illustrates the function of the comparator in providing a threshold) 

Regarding claim 13 Berman et al discloses the copy protection pulse detection 
circuit, wherein the pulse detector further comprises a blanking interval gate, operably 
coupled to the pulse detection comparator, wherein the blanking interval gate 
selectively passes the pulse detect indication based on a received signal indicating that 
the input video signal is in the vertical blanking interval (col 14, lines 45 - 66, illustrate 
blanking interval gate and its function) 

Regarding claim 14 Berman et al discloses the copy protection pulse detection 
circuit, wherein the detection circuit is included on a video graphics integrated circuit 
(fig 2, col 11, lines 1 1 - 36, illustrate an integrated circuit chip) 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure 

Bermen et al (US 5596372) discloses a video signal data and composite 
synchronization extraction circuit for on-screen display 
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Jordan (US 5760844) discloses a video signal data and composite 
synchronization extraction circuit for on-screen display 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed Y. Hasan whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1082. The examiner can normally be reached on 9/8/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would lil<e assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S. Y. H. 
04/16/2008 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



